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 Why all the excitement about glutamate?

Abstract: Glutamate receptors are drug targets for a variety of neuropsychiatric disorders,
including autism, anxiety, pain, and schizophrenia.  I will discuss the basic biology behind the
neurochemistry of glutamate as it relates to several of these therapeutic needs.  Opportunities and
challenges will be summarized briefly.  Examples of efforts in this area, especially with negative
allosteric modulators of mGluR5, will be included.  Finally, a novel series of potent and selective
mGluR5 negative modulators recently identified through rational design will be disclosed.
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