Dr. Philip S. Low, 2021 Esselen Award Winner
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Dr. Philip S. Low is the Presidential Scholar for Drug Discovery and the Ralph C.
Corley Distinguished Professor of Chemistry at Purdue University. Dr. Low has spent
over >35 years designing targeted imaging and therapeutic agents for the diagnosis
and treatment of many human diseases. Included among the diseases for which he
has developed therapies are malaria, multiple cancers, sickle cell disease, idiopathic
pulmonary fibrosis, bone fractures, rheumatoid arthritis, and several virus infections.
Seven drugs from Low’s research are currently undergoing human clinical trials, one
of which (Cytalux) was approved by the FDA in November 2021 and a second ('77Lu-
PSMA-617) recently received “Breakthrough Therapy Status” based on outstanding
phase 3 data from the FDA. To accelerate development of his drugs, Low has
founded seven successful companies (Endocyte Inc., OnTarget Laboratories Inc.,
Umoja Biopharma, Morphimmune Inc., Novosteo Inc., Eradivir Inc. and ErythroCure
Inc.). Low has published >550 scientific articles (H-index of 115) and has >150 US
patents/patents pending. Low has also been recognized with many national and
international awards, including the AACR Award for Chemistry in Cancer Research,
the ACS Award for Cancer Research (Sosnovsky Award), an NIH MERIT Award and
the ACS Award (Esselen Award) for Chemistry in the Public Interest among others.
In his spare time, Low likes skiing, hiking, golfing and playing with his grandkids. Dr.
Low received his B.S. in Chemistry from BYU (1971) and his Ph.D. in Biochemistry
from UCSD (1975).



